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Tae Lonpon Parasitic MANGE ORDER. 


Nowhere in the Kingdom is legislation against 
equine mange more necessary than in the metro- 

lis, and the London County Council have there- 
‘ore done well to obtain the recently issued Para- 
sitic Mange Order. The Order resembles others 
already in force in many parts of the country, 
simply making notification and isolation compulsory 
upon owners of diseased or suspected animals, and 
providing for detention, treatment and disinfection 
under official supervision. In one respect only, the 
Order is not al) we could have desired. We should 
have liked to see the milder symbiotic mange dealt 
with under its provisions; but, asin many other 
local Orders, only the sarcoptic and psoroptic forms 
of the disease are included. Nevertheless, it must 
be fully admitted that the two latter are far more 
serious than the former, and the Order must there- 
fore be welcomed as meeting a need which has been 
urgent in London for many years past. 

London practitioners will greet the Order with 
universal approval. Probably no equine disease 
has caused more continual trouble and annoyance 
to London veterinary surgeons practising amongst 
commercial horses than mange. We bave known 
what ought to be done; the difficulty bas been to 
get it done, and that, in the great majority of 
infected stables, is impossible without the aid of the 
law. The average horseowner will not undertake 
the measures essential for the eradication of mange 
on the advice of his private veterinary attendant, 
though he not uncommonly blames the latter 
for failing to cure a disease which he has never 
been allowed to thoroughly treat. The Order will 
enforce measures which private practitioners have 
hitherto urged upon horseowners in vain, and 
every veterinary surgeon will be able to deal with 
mange successfully by the support of the veterinary 
inspectors. 

Many borseowners will resent the Order at first, 
and a few will probably try to evade it. This 
simply demonstrates its necessity." If ail horse- 
owners were sufficiently sensible and intelligent to 
treat mange as it should be treated, there would be 
no need for the Order at all. They are not so; 


regarding the real nature of the disease, and 
coerce the minority incapable of education which 
exists in every large- community. Mange is so 
prevalent in London stables, and the ignorance 
regarding it so general, that some time must elapse 
before the full effects of the Order are evident. 
When they are evident, horse-owners themselves 
will admit the wisdom and necessity of legislation 


A ConTRIBUTION TO THE StTuDy oF TUBERCULOSIS. 


Arloing (Journal de Méd. Vét. de Lyon) treats of 
the so-called “failures”: of the* tuberculin test. 
These are of twokinds: sometimes tuberculin does 
not reveal an existing tuberculosis; sometimes, on 
the other hand, tuberculin indicates tuberculosis 
which appears to be absent upon post-mortem 
examination. The latter error is.the more import- 
ant of the two, and Arloing discusses and explains 
the reasons of its occurrence. 

We have become accustomed to tubercu- 
losis as always manifesting itself by formation 
of more or less numerous tubercles—sometimes 
very small, solitary, and hidden in an organ difficult 
cf access or only exceptionally affected, but, when 
found, forming a mass palpable and visible to the 
unaided senses. Sometimes the lesions are very 
difficult to find. If, therefore, a positive reaction 
to tuberculin is followed by failure to discover any 
lesions post-mortem, those who refuse to admit the 
fallibility of tuberculin are accustomed to sup 
the existence of a small macroscopic lesion which 
has escaped the examiner’s observation. Arloing 
advances another explanation as being often the 
correct one. 

In 1901, Arloing demonstrated that a tubercu- 
lous infection does not always manifest itself by 
lesions perceptible to the touch and naked eye. 
Often, under particular conditions, tuberculous in- 
fection produces much more minute lesions which 
must be sought for histologically, and which may 
never assume macroscopic proportions. 

Since 1901, Arloing, in collaboration with 
Thévenot, has systematically studied the viscera 
and lymphatic glands of a = number of subjects 
inoculated with tubercle bacilli of varied virulence, 
and his opinion has become more and more con- 
firmed. The observations were made first upon 
rabbits and guinea-pigs, aftérwards upon goats and 
young cattle. 

Arloing gives an account of his his ical re- 
searches, which can only be very briefly sum- 
marised, taking the results as regards rabbits and 
guinea-pigs first: In these animals, in four-fifths 
of the cases in which inoculation with attenuated or 
modified bacilli is practised, the resulting lesions 
are not only microscopic, but also atypical. Intra- 
peritoneal inoculation alone of these bacilli in 
rabbits produces typical tubercles 
of millet size in the epiploon and the peri- 
gastric lymphatic glands. 

If the attenuated bacilli are introduced into the 
veins and into the digestive tube of the rabbit, 


which may seem vexatious at present, 


histological lesions may be found in the- liver and 
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spleen, more rarely in the lung, and in exceptional 
cases in the kidneys. Generally the lesions may 
be summarily- described as consisting of minute 
inflammatory cellular infiltrations of portions of 
the tissues. In the earlier stages the inflamed 
pasen contain tubercle bacilli, which disappear 
This cellular infiltration does not tend towards 
the formation of the classical tuberculous follicle, 
and sometimes does not entail the formation of 
giant cells. When giant cells are found, they are 
never surrounded by a cellular zone as in the 
classic tubercle. Again, signs of degeneration are 
never Observed ; and a further difference of these 
lesions from the classical cnes of tuberculosis is 
that they are essentially the same whether the 
animal has been infected one month, or ten or 
twelve months previously. 

In young goats and young cattle, the subcutane- 
ous injection of attenuated bacilli is followed by a 
temporary swelling of the corresponding lymphatic 
glands; but when these glands have regained their 
normal volume, it is generally impossible to find 
histological lesions in them. 

‘When the attenuated bacilli are injected intra- 
venously, histological sections may show some 
slight lesions, viz., in the liver, here and there 
some small collections of round mono-nuclear cells, 
or of stellate cells, which indicate the approaching 
formation of the connective tissue of recovery; in 
the spleen and lymphatie glands, some apparently 
epitheloid cells, or round cells, granular and cloudy ; 
in the lung, lymphoid follicles, perhaps a little 
larger than normal. 

These lesions are so little marked that, in order 
to pronounce upon their reality, they should be 
examined by comparison with numerous sections of 
the organs of uninfected animals. 

When infection has taken place by ingestion, the 
lesions’are even more difficult to recognise than in 
the case of intravenous infection. ! 

Finally, it should be noted that the orgaris in 
which the microscope reveals these minute and 
problematic lesions appear perfectly normal to the 
naked eye. 4s 

But, despite the absence of macroscopic lesions 
and the extremely discrete character of the histolo- 
gical alterations, the young cattle which have 
received modified tubercle bacilli always present, 
at a given moment, the physiological reaction of 
tuberculous infection, viz., positive reaction to the 
hypodermic ‘and intraocular tuberculin tests, and 
increase in the agglutinating power of the blood 
serum for tubercle bacilli in emulsion. 

These observations, by which it becomes possible 
to comprehend certain apparent failures of tuber- 
culin, have an important bearing upon veterinary 
practice. They demonstrate that there is no neces- 
sary relation between the sensibility of the subject 
to the tuberculin or the sero-agglutination test .and 
the presence of a macroscopic tuberculous lesion. 
They indicate that the subject’s sensibility to these 
diagnostic tests is the habitual consequence of the 
introduction of tubercle bacilli; though the bacilli 
may cause lesions which are macroscopic or only 


histological, and may even be destroyed before they 
have had time to produce the latter. 

A positive reaction to tuberculin, therefore, nearly 
always indicates that the subject has been infected 
by tubercle bacilli, but does not necesgarily indicate 
the existence of macroscopic lesions, and does not 
assist in the prognosis of the case. It is impossible 
to say Bow the lesions present in a reacting 
animal will retrogress, or develope into a clinically 
evident tuberculosis. Nevertheless, an owner 
desiring to stamp out tuberculosis in his herd 
should, in practice, regard every reactor as 
infected. 

Arloing further points out the well known fact 
that, under certain conditions, notoriously infected 
animals may fail to react to tuberculin, and suggests 
that it is not impossible, in practice, that small 
macroscopic lesions or histological lesions alone 
may be found in non-reacting animals. 

Finally, far from wishing his work to detract 
from the reputation of tuberculin, Arloing concludes 
by declaring that agent to be, in his opinion, the 
most delicate and the most trustworthy aid to 
diagnosis we possess. So satisfied is he of this 
that, in practice, he would like to see the verdicts of 
tuberculin accepted without appeal. 

Cases in which a positive reaction does not coin- 
cide with a manifest or dissimulated tuberculous 
infection are very rare; so are cases in which a 
negative reaction coincides with a lesion, with the 
exception of those of extensively diseased and 
greatly debilitated subjects. 


Hepatic ADENOMATA IN Cows. 


Wyssmann (Schweizer Archiv.) records two cases 
of adenomata of the liver in cows. In one of the 
cases he gives the symptoms, which were slow 
wasting, paresis of the hind quarters, and serious 
digestive disturbances suggestive of paresis of the 
rumen. 

Post-mortem, slight congestion of the spleen, 
icteric staining of the subcutaneous connective 
tissue and the fat, and slight adenomatous lesions 
of the liver were found, but no other appreciable 
alterations. Wyssmann thinks it must be admitted 
that the clinical symptoms were caused by the 
adenomatous lesions, and regards the case as a 
proof that the extent of a neoplasm is not neces- 
sarily proportional to the gravity of the symptoms. 

In this case it is difficult to explain the bearing 
of the lesions on the symptoms. Wyssmann 
attributes the splenic congestion and the paresis of 
the rumen to a venous stasis, and suggests that the 
neoplasm exercised its harmful action upon the 
territory of the portal vein. 

The second case showed adhesions between the 
liver and pancreas, such as are often seen in cancer, 
but the microscope revealed adenomatous lesions. 

Both cows were also slightly affected with dis- 
tomatosis. Wyssmann thinks that the irritation of 
the hepatic canals which the parasites caused may 
have favoured the production of the adenomata, but 
that their influence upon the evolution of the 
tumours was slight.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 

W. R. C. 
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A PECULIAR FETUS. 


The above photograph represents the foetus which 
was taken from a Kerry heifer two years old. 
Throughout the whole of one day she made repea- 
ted attempts at calving, but without any appreciable 
success. Upon examining her, nothing in the 


rather —- Next morning however, some- 
thing could be felt in the womb, but what it was, 
one could not say definitely, because it was so 
unlike a normal foetus. It was also evident that 
the womb was lacerated, and that the anterior 
of the foetus was protruding into the abdominal 
cavity. Traction was applied to the parts within 
reach, and the above photo shows the result. The 
heifer died the same day. I do not know how long 
the foetus had been dead, but the heifer had not 
been seen amiss at any previous time. The fotus 
was about the size of a bulldog. Its head had a 
very projecting skull and lower jaw, and the ears 
and tail had quite a canine appearance. The 
stumpy legs, each about six inches long, terminated 
in two small digits, resembling those of an ordinary 
calf. There was a well marked+scrotum of an 
ordinary calf size, and two small teats on either 
side of it. The whole body was covered with black 
hair, quite like a normal calf might be. 

Iam indebted to Mr. Lister Swann, M.R.C.V.5., 
for the privilege of having the specimen photo- 
graphed, and of recording the few facts concern- 


ing it. 
W. E. M.R.C.V.S. 
Towcester, Northants. 


shape of a calf could be felt, and the case was 


MALFORMATION IN A CHINESE 
CALF. 


By Apam Gipson, M.R.C.V.S. 
Sanitary Department, Hong Kong. 


The enclosed is a photo of a Chinese 
calf about nine months old. As will be 
seen, the vulva is down almost between 
thighs. 

he animal was one of three with 
exactly the same malformation, and the 
Chinese cattle dealer who imported the 
three from Kwong Si, stated that they 
were all bought from one owner, and 
he believes, all sited by the same bull. 

The three were killed in the slaughter 
house, and the following condition was 
found to exist in all:— 

1. The uterus and its appendages were 
normal. The vagina at the os uteri was 
of normal calibre and readily admitted 
two fingers. Backwards, the calibre 
gradually narrowed until at the point 
where it ought to have opened out as the 
vulva, it admitted an ordinary lead pencil 
with difficulty. From thence it continued 
at about the same calibre, downwards past 
the symphysis and opened in the position 
shown in the photo. The external orifice 
just admitted a lead pencil. 

2. The bladder was normal. The 
urethra was of normal diameter, and was 
continued backwards and downwards like 
the vagina, and opened about half-an-inch 
inside the vaginal outlet into the vagina, 
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just at the base of the free portion of the clitoris. 

3. The clitoris arose from the symphysis and 
was continued down to the vulva. Its extremity 
was free for about } of an inch, and could just be 
‘seen protruding from the vulva when the animal 
‘stood at rest. During micturition the clitoris was 
protruded for about } an inch. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, on Thursday, J Ist. Prof. Hobday, 
President, in the chair. e following Fellows signed 
the attendance book :—Prof. J. Macqueen, Capt. W. B. 
Edwards, Messrs. Sydney H. Slocock, E. Lionel Stroud, 
R. A. Philp, Ralph Bennett, G. H. Livesey, R. J. Fore- 
man, Ainsworth Wilson, N. Almon . E. Willett, 
James Rowe, Charles Roberts, Capt. C. H. H. Jolliffe, 
W. Pe , Fred G. Samson, Prof. H. A. Woodruff, 
A. Neish, Gerald Bloxsome, A. L. Butters, A. Cornish 
Bowden, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors : Messrs. 1". Slocock, D. R. Chatter- 
ley, J. F. Macdonald, J. W. McIntosh, F. O. Parsons, 
and F. D. Young. 
On the ge of Mr. E. L. Stroud, seconded by 
Mr. A. E. ett, the minutes of the previous meeting 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Letters and telegrams regretting inability to attend 
were received from Lieut.-Col. R. Moore and Mr. J. B. 


tt. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. Sidney Villar, 
regretting to be unable to represent the Society at the 
Congress of the Institute of Public Health and the 
Sanitary Institute at Leeds. 

On the Oe of Prof. Macqueen, seconded by 
Mr. Livesey, Mr. Ainsworth Wilson was appointed dele- 
gate in Mr. Villar’s place. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. R. Porch resign- 
Fellowship on his removal to Bristol. 

e PRESIDENT explained that Mr. Porch had been an 
active Fellow of the Society, and at one time its 
President. He thought the Society had no option but 
to resignation. 

On proposition of Mr. Samson, seconded by Mr. 
Rowe, and supported by Mr. A. L. Butters, it was 
unanimously agreed that Mr. Porch should be asked to 
become a country member of the Society. 

Letters were read from the Royal College of Veteri- 

the Scottish Veterinary 
Medical jiety, the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
a the Southern Counties Veteri Society, 
and the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, 
acknowledging receipt of the resolution passed by the 
Society at its special Council —p 

A communication was also read from the Honorary 
Secretary of the Southern Counties Veterinary Society, 
enclosing a resolution ve the Milk and Dairies Bill. 

The Hon. Secre' of the Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation of Ireland (Dublin) also enclosed a resolution 
on the same subject, and certain amendments to the Act 
or at a meeting of that Association, 

the proposition of Mr. Livesey, seconded by Prof. 
Woodruff, it was agreed that the letters should be 
referred to the Special Council Committee that had 
been formed to deal with the Milk and Dairies Bill. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary of the 
South Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association on the subject of the payment of fees to 


The letter pointed out that until recently it was not 
compulsory for a qualified big aig om & surgeon to be in 
attendance, but according to the Jockey Club rules now 
it was necessary that a veterinary surgeon should be pre- 
sent with the ambulance, and it was felt that the time 
had arrived when such services should be paid for. __ 

Mr. Samson did not see what could be done, because it 
was impossible to control a member’s charges any more 
than a man could be prevented charging 7/6 for attend- 
ance on a horse where another man had been having a 


nea. 
ovr. Rowe said it was scandalous to have men in the 
profession who gave their services for nothing, especially 
in connection with the Kennel Club. 
Mr. Butrers thought a fee should be paid. 
Mr. ForEMAN said it was all very well to make a 
rule to charge a guinea, but how was it to be enforced ? 
Mr. Row moved that the Society approves of the 
action of the South Durham and North Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Association, and considers that a 
minimum fee of two guineas per day was a fair fee to 
8 st. 
r. FoREMAN seconded the motion. 
Prof. MacquEEN moved that the letter lie on the 
table, believing that it was a matter for personal 
arrangement between the veterinary surgeon and the 
romoters of the race meeting. He did not think the 
iety should lend itself to fixing a rate of remuneration. 
Mr. PERRYMAN seconded the amendment, believing 
that if any resolution were passed it peal ranma od 
be useless, because no one would pay any heed to it. 
On the amendment being put it was carried, 12 voting 
for and 5 against ; and on being put as a substantive 
resolution it was carried nem. con. 


ELECTIONS. 
Messrs. W. F. Wippen, M.R.C.V.S., and F. O. Par- 
sons, M.R.C.V.S., were balloted for, and unanimously 
elected as Fellows. 


THE QUALIFICATION AND TRAINING OF THE STATE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL OrFIcER (Resumed Discussion). 


Prof. MacquEEN believed the paper had been written 
in all sincerity, and was the work of an enthusiast who 
had poe considerable attention to questions of public 
health. He thought no one could question the state- 
ment that there should be a State Veterinary Servi 
but how it was to be established was the difficulty, an 
one the essayist did not attempt to solve. He would 
like to know whether it was —— that the future 
State Veterinary Inspector should discharge the duties 
of meat inspector, inspector of milch cows and dairies, 
and contagious diseases all in one. That would be un- 
satisfactory, because it would be a great mistake to 
permit a veterinary surgeon engaged in inspecting con- 
tagious diseases to travel about dairies inspecting cows, 
and if he were engaged in a town of any size his time 
might be fully occupied in dealing with the inspection 
of meat. With regard to the qualifications of an inspector, 
he thought the present veteri surgeon ought now to 
have a knowledge of pathology, teriology, and veter- 
inary medicine sufficient for the work. t the present 
time the veterinary inspector occupied the position of an 
Assistant Inspector of Nuisances. He might be ot 
but in the majority of instances he was not conside 
capable, of giving a final opinion regarding the disease that 

ht be in question, and therefore had to pass his mate- 
rial over to the Medical Officer of Health, or some other 
expert. That position might be rectified in the future by 
placing the appointment upon a better basis. Veterinary 
surgeons seemed to be in such affluent circumstances that 
they offered their services at low remuneration, crowding 
one another for appointments. He instanced the ap- 
pointment of a veterinary inspector to the Corporation 
of Bath. The former inspector had received a salary of 


veterinary surgeons for attendance at race meetings. 
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£40 a year, but as there were three applicants for the 
successorship the Corporation decided to reduce the 
salary to £20, and make the appointment for the term 
of one year only. He thought if veterinary surgeons 
held themselves more aloof, it was possible that the rate 
of remuneration might be improved. With regard to 
the essayist’s indictment of the present training of stu- 
dents, there might be few lectures on meat inspection, 
but he believed it was considered by those responsible 
for the tuition that the number of lectures was sufficient 
for the purpose, and he was strongly of opinion that too 
much had Sanoms was now being made of the import- 
ance of meat inspection. His own idea was that the 
teaching was adequate for the purpose required. With 
rd to the examination, of course that could not be 
satisfactory if the tuition was not satisfactory, but the 
essayist was careful not to fix the blame upon either 
side, and he noted with pleasure that he exempted the 
examiner = any personal share in ie ortunate 
ition. Veterinary surgeons were sup to possess 
Minowiedes of what was required in dairy inspection, 
but he would like the essayist to state what he 
sidered the student should be trained in. With regard 
to the objection in the paper that the syllabus of the 
College said very little about milk, it was not a great 
calamity that it did not appear in the syllabus. In 
tuition, milk came under hygiene ; but even supposing 
milk was left entirely out of the curriculim, he did not 
think the future veterinary surgeon would be much 
handicapped by the omission. Milk was a matter for 
the medical ofticer of health, and although the veterinary 
surgeon should know milk when he saw it, he saw no 
reason why the veterinary surgeon should be seriously 
examined upon the subject. yhile on the question of 
milk, he would like to refer to an examination question 
noted by Prof. Almone in his remarks on this paper, 
though whether it was ever asked in a veterinary exam- 
ination or not he could not say. The question at any 
rate should not have been asked, because in the first 
place it was outside the veterinary schedule, and in the 
second place it was so — that it was not sur- 
prising a single student did not answer the question 
properly. The question was “Tabulate the various milk 
abnormalities met with in the cow, and briefly indicate 
their causes and the curative measures to be adopted.” 
As a matter of fact, milk abnormalities would be met 
with outside the cow, as well as inside, and he certainly 
would not like to answer the question without having a 
little further explanation. If milk was to appear in the 
schedule of examination, he hoped the questions would 
be so framed as to be easily comprehended by the stu- 
dent. With reference to epidemiology or the eradication 
and prevention of contagious diseases, he thought that 
was a branch of the subject that belonged entirely to the 
Board of Agriculture, and no doubt they would have 
still more to do with it in the future. ith reference 
to the attack by the essayist on post-graduate facilities, 
he was not sufficiently acquainted with the course to 
offer any defence, but he knew that the classes were 
well-tilled, that the candidates appreciated the informa- 
tion, that the certificate was much valued and was a 
condition precedent for appointments in many eases. 
He thought the post-graduate course was one which 
should entitle the student to a certificate. If he had not 
made the best use of his time that was his fault. In 
one or two of the courses the work of the student was 
adap in such a manner that there was no possi- 
bility of a lazy student making any sort of headway. 
Then the essayist went on to speak of various outside 
institutions having instituted instruction in veterinary 
state medicine, but whether that was to be regarded as 
a danger to the profession he did not know. He had 
nothing to say in favour of the Royal Sanitary Institute; 
no doubt it did give sanitary inspectors some useful 
instruction, but it was an institute that should be entirely 


separated from the veterinary profession. He had no 
sympathy with the veterinary surgeon who failed in the 
Institute’s examination, because he had no business 
there. The Sani Institute had obtained a consider- 
able hold, but he believed the veterinary profession 
should hold itself clear of any connection with it. 

In speaking of the College diploma course the essayist 
maintained that many men were quite ignorant of 
dairies and meat inspection, but was there any — 
in the curriculum upon which members of the profess- 
ion who were ignorant could not be tound? There were 
other branches far more important to the general prac- 
titioner in which the ignorance of the practitioner was 
equally great ; but was a certain degree of ignorance a 
reason for a complete upheaval of the education of the 
profession? Was the whole education of the veteri 
surgeon to be reorganised and a new examination crea‘ 
for the sake of the small percen who could become 
inspectors? The essayist appeared to have read the ad- 
vertisement of Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a meat inspector, 
as derogatory to the M.R.C.V.S., but the real reason 
most likely was not that the corporation of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne considered a M.R.C.V.S. was incapable of 
inspecting their meat, but probably they thought they 
would give him a small job as an ins r of nuisan 
and therefore the holder of a certificate of the Ro 
Sanitary Institute was what might be called a preferable 
man. He failed to see anything indicating that the 
corporation thought there was a danger in employing a 
M.R.C.V.S. because of his incompetency for meat inspec- 
tion. The essayist had held that out as a strong indica- 
tion of the trend of public opinion, that if veterinary 
surgeons did not run to the Royal Sanitary or some other 
Institute for a diploma, they would find no vacancies for 
themselves. He did not believe it. He noted with 
pleasure that the essayist that the proper 
authority to control the training of the State veterinary 
officer was the R.C.V.S., and he saw no objection to the 
revision of the diploma. No doubt, the diploma was a 
little out of date, and might be improved without very 
great expense, but that was a matter entirely for the 
R.C.V.S. The diploma might well show upon its face 
that the owner was qualified to inspect meat atid any 
other extra duty that his training entitled him to per- 
form. The diploma really ought to have been revised 
yams ago, and he saw no reason why the pro; 

fessor Woodruff should not take some sort of tan, 


of 

form, and when a registration fee was paid the mem 
might be asked to send in their old parchment in ex- 


change for a brand new diploma with modern bir 
and modern decorations. (“What about the signatures? 
The signatures might be copied! He maintained that 
the veterinary surgeon at present was capable of under- 
taking the work of meat inspector and inspector of 
dairies. Every man had to e a beginning no matter 
what branch it was ; even “Canine Specialists” were not 
specialists at the outset. A veterinary surgeon when he 
qualified was not capable of taking the place of the man 
with years of experience. He would lose faith in the 
abilities of the profession if he thought it was ly 
composed of incapables who were not ready to under- 
take duties when called upon to do so. No member of 
the profession in good health was incapable of training 
himself within a reasonable time and qualifying fully to 
undertake the duties of any particular branch. 

Prof. Wooprurr asked at whose expense ? 

Prof. MacquEEN : At his own. 

Prof, Wooprurr : And the public’s ! 

Prof. MACQUEEN said if veterinary s were only 
to undertake appointments because of the good of the 
public, he was afraid a good many would have to give 
up practice. A most important part of the a 
in the paper was that with regard to modifying the 
fellowship diploma by allowing candidates to ialise. 
As a matter of fact, candidates at present could special- 
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ise, because they were allowed to write their thesis on 
the subject they considered they knew most about. The 
essayist however desired that the specialisation should 
extend to the general examination, and with that he did 
not agree. The fellowship examination was instituted 
as a higher d and the examination must be upon 
the whole subject. There was nothing to prevent a 
member of five years’ standing from qualifying as a 
fellow, and he ought to have retained sufficient inform- 
ation to the theoretical examination for the fellow- 
ship. e fact that a man had specialised in canine 
surgery was not a sufficient reason to allow him to come 
up for his fellowship, and escape the brunt of an examin- 
ation on general veterinary medicine, hygiene, and 
pathology. The essayist’s own arguments were a little 
inconsistent. Assuming that Professor Woodruff’s plan 
were adopted, those acquainted with dogs, those acquain- 
ted with pigs, with tropical diseases, with motor cars, 
would come rushing in for specialisation ; but having 
gained the fellowship they might find that pigs were at 
a discount, dogs were taking a back seat, and individual 
changes had left his specialisation high and dry. Also, 
if a man were allowed to take the fellowship de on 
a special subject the present holders of the fellowship 
would be placed at a disadvantage. Why did not the 
Royal College of Physicians and Royal College of Sur- 
ns institute a specialist diploma? Those who went 
in for public health took the degree of D.H.P. some- 
where, but neither college allowed a candidate to 
specialise to that extent. k of cou to face the 
examination was a weak argument. views member 
must a certain amount of what might be called 
basis knowledge. If that was forgotten it would be im- 
prudent to hold out the hand of the fellowship degree. 

Taking the essay as a whole, it was a piece of special 
pleading for the revision of the existing education and 
examination on the work of inspection. There was 
—_ room for revision, but no advantage in a new 
diploma. The M.R.C.V.S. was enough for any- 
body, provided the holder would take the trouble to 
maintain his knowledge and keep in touch with pro- 
fessional. topics. Tuition was cheap and _ plentiful, 
brains were abundant, yet ignorance was rampant. 
Facts accumulated at a a rate that no man’s brain 
could even become a mere index of all the facts that 
were being daily discovered. But as compared with 
other professions veterinary surgery had a limited range, 
and he saw no excuse for a member of the profession 
not making an effort to keep in touch with its progress. 
It was a utilitarian age, and a strong spirit of commer- 
cialism was invading every calling, and the veterinary 
profession could not escape. There was no doubt that 
some of the most successful members of the profession 
were purely commercial veterinary surgeons. They 
might never open a text book, yet they became wealthy. 
At one time it was said that the race was not to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong, but in this utilitarian 
age he maintained that unless one was willing to hasten 
—to hasten slowly would not do—the result would be 
defeat or disaster. The veterinary profession was pass- 
ing through a crisis in 1ts progress, but whether the pro- 
cess would eventuate in a pleasing transformation or in 
a reversion to a forbidding ancestral type no one could 
foresee. 

On the proposition of Mr. Ainsworth Wilson, seconded 
by Mr. Neish, the time of the meeting was extended for 
half an hour. 

Prof. H. A. Wooprurr thought there had been so 
little criticism outside that of Professor Macqueen that 
he might confine his reply entirely to that gentleman’s 
remarks. He said his paper was not meant to organise 
a service but to deal vith the training of the men for 
that service. With regard to one man being unable to 
undertake the duties in all three subjects, he pointed out 


that Mr. King, who was a Metropolitan Meat Inspector, 
also inspected glandered horses and performed various 
other duties for the City of London, so that in some 
cases men were at present carrying out all three fune- 
tions. With regard to the veterinary surgeons being in 
a humiliating position, he instan anthrax, in which 
the veterinary inspector often had to send his slides or 
specimens to the local medical officer of health for con- 
firmation. He agreed there was a good deal of competi- 
tion and crowding for the appointments, because every 
veterinary surgeon was at present equally eligible, as 
there was no specialisation, and therefore a newly quali- 
fied M.R.C.V.S. could equally apply for the appointment 
and undersell a man who had con doing the work for 
five or ten years. The Public Health Committees knew 
that they could obtain fifty men to fill the position next 
morning by putting an advertisement in the veterinary 
pers, getting them at £3 per week or less. It was not 

is business to indict the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons or the teaching institutions without a cause. 
He thought he might have done much better had he 
trimmed the remarks he made, but on the whole it was 
right to take a straight line and say what he really 
thought about it. As far as iectures went, the students 
at the end of their course themselves considered they 
were lamentably ignorant of many subjects. It was said 
they obtained practice in meat inspection, but he did 
not know where. It was little good another man 
simply lecturing and describing ; what was required was 
practical training. The training in meat inspection he 
maintained was at present inadequate ; otherwise men 
would not go to the Sanitary Institute for an extra 
diploma. Students were taught dairy inspection theore- 
tically but not practically ; they were not taken intoa 
dairy and shown how to go about the work. With re- 
rd to epidemiology, was the profession prepared to 
eave the control and prevention and eradication of 
contagious diseases to a Government department? If 
it was once allowed to go forth that the profession was 
prepared to leave it, and that it was no concern of theirs, 
the profession would be in a very poor position. Prof. 
Macqueen approved the giving of certificates to all post- 
graduate students, but he himself did not, and he had 
some precedents for his opinion. To become a perman- 
ent staff inspector of the Board of Agriculture it was 
necessary to an examination, and also another 
examination before promotion ; in fact on the permanent 
staff men had periodically to pass examinations before 
they were promoted. In the Army Veterinary 
Department Major-General Smith had arranged, not a 
six months’ probationary course, but a twelve months’ 
one, and required a written examination every month 
during that period. Consequently, it was reasonable 
to ask a post-graduate man to pass an examination and 
come up to a certain standard of knowledge in order to 
show that he had used his time well. Prof. Macqueen 
did not appear to object to all the universities in the 
Kingdom teaching meat inspection, dairy inspection, 
and matters of that kind. He himself as a teacher 
would be glad to have all the public health work done 
within the walls of the veterinary colleges, and he did 
not think the universities were so well qualified to teach 
such subjects. Although an honorary examiner in meat 
inspection for the Royal Sanitary Institute, that was 
the extent of his official weg that had been spoken 
about, and he held no brief for that body. Some 
time ago Mr. Hunting was spoken to with regard to 
the Sanitary Institute’s examinations for meat inspec- 
tors, and was asked to go on to the examining Board, 
but very properly declined unless veterinary surgeons 
were recognised as the only people who could satisfae- 
torily examine on practical meat inspection, and the pro- 
fession owed it to Mr. Hunting that the Sanitary Insti- 


tute had had to come to the veterinary profession to 
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obtain fit and proper persons to examine in the subject. 
He accepted a position on Mr. Hunting’s recommenda- 
tion that veterinary surgeons were recognised as the only 
fit and proper persons. There were two warrants for 
the Sanitary Institute nting diplomas. Sir John 
M’Fadyean was a member of the Royal Commission 
which reported in 1898 that it was impracticable to ex- 
pect veterinary surgeons to be appointed meat inspectors 
all over the country ; that they could only accept the 
chief offices and the duty of supervising lay inspectors 
trained under them. The second warrant was that the 
Local Government Board actually circularised all local 
authorities appointing meat inspectors and required that 
they should hold the Institute diploma or a correspond- 
ing diploma. It was unhappily a fact that many veter- 
inary surgeons were ignorant on some special branches, 
and it was quite allowable that they should be ignorant 
of meat inspection and dairy inspection if they had a 
nice comfortable horse practice. He could not appreci- 
ate Prof. Macqueen’s point regarding the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne advertisement. It was not true that Newcastle-on- 
Tyne wanted a man with another qualification so that they 
might give him Nuisance Inspection work to do, because 
the man they appointed had no other qualification than 
the M.R.C.V.S. The whole object of his paper was to show 
that the veterinary profession was the body that ought to 
control this matter of training and examining, and that it 
ought to be rid of the rivalry of the Sanitary Institute by 
doing it much better. He wanted the M.R.C.V.S. to be 
fit to undertake all the branches of the subject. When 
the fellowship was established there was not much need 
for branches in veterinary surgery ; it was quite sufticient 
to be a veterinary surgeon. But it was a good man 
years now since a veterinary — could know all 
that was to be known of the branches of his own pro- 
fession, and it was necessary to-day to take a line and 
stick to it. The M.D. of London might be taken in 
state medicine, in mental diseases, or in the ordinary 
practice of medicine, so that the M.D. London was not 
an all-round degree, but a distinction in one special 
branch. If the general examination for the F.R.C.V.S. 
was no bar to anybody of five years’ standing it ought 
to be improved. With regard to specialisation, it began 
at the very root in human medicine, for the membership 
of the Royal College of Surgeons was for surgery, onl 
the license of the Royal College of Physicians was for 
medicine. A general practitioner was an all-round man 
with the conjoint diploma, but the surgeon took his 
F.R.C.S. in surgery and the physician his F.R.C.P. in 
medicine. Tosummarise the whol. argument, if a man 
would be an efficient meat inspector, dairy inspector, 
and inspector for contagious diseases, he had got to put 
his whole time into the work. First, the teaching for 
the membership ought to be better, so that every member 
would be acquainted with the principles and general 
practice of these subjects. If a man 5 sacl to special- 
ise further, he should be able to take his fellowship in 
his branch, and if he desired to be at the top of the tree 
he might be given a special diploma; personally, he 
(the speaker) attached much more importance to the 
membership revision and the fellowship than to a new 
diploma. 

On the motion of Mr, Ainsworth Wilson, seconded by 
Mr. Barrett, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Professor Woodruff for his paper. 

Mr. SLocock pro a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, and paid a tribute to Prof. Hobday’s work durin 
his year of office. Prof. Hobday, he said, had uphel 
the prestige of the Society and worthily carried on the 
traditions of his predecessors, setting a high standard for 
the future. 

Mr. Samson seconded the motion, which was carried 
with acclamation. 

The PresmEnt briefly replied, stating that it had 


been a great pleasure to have the honour of potion 
over the meetings, and expressing his gratitude for the 
kind and generous support that been accorded him 
throughout the session. 
The session then terminated. 
Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. See. 


IRISH CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting was held in Turner’s Hotel, Cork, 
on the 7th July. Present: Messrs. E. C. Winter, 
B. P. J. Mahony, John J. Healy, T. R. Mulcahy, W. C. 
Barry, J. A. Hewson, C. Allen, P. N. Creagh, and A. 
Watson, Hon. Sec. Visitors: T. J. Alexander, and 
In the sbeonce of our chairman, I 

Mr. WATSON: In the absence of our chairman, 
pose that Mr. Winter takes the chair. . 

Mr. Muucany seconded, and Mr. Winter then took 
the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting and of the Council 
meeting were read and confirmed 

Letters of apology were received from Messrs. P. J. 
a (Chairman), Preston, Thompson, Dawson, and 

Jeary. 

Mr. Watson: Might Is t as regards Mr. Preston, 
who is a very honoured anion of the profession in the 
South and indeed over all Ireland, and has been so for 
a long number of years ; that we should not allow him 
to resign from this Association without expressing our 
sincere regret at his doing so. I would suggest that Mr. 
Preston should be made an honorary member of this 
Association, as he is worthy of any honour that we can 
confer on him. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was carried unanimoiisly. 

Mr. Watson : We are all sorry I am sure that Mr. 
Thompson, well known to every member of the Associa- 
tion, should be jeaving us, but it is impossible for a 
busy practitioner like Mr. Thompson to be running 
down South, and we accept his resignation with regret. 
(Hear, hear.) 

TheCHarrMAN: The Secretary to write and convey 
to Mr. Thompson our regrets. 

Messrs. J. D. Richarpson, Dublin ; W. V. Browne, 
Roscrea; and W. C. Barry, Pine Street, Cork, were 
ago for election as members of the Association by 
Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. Muleahy, and it was 
carried nem. con. 


THE “Mux AND Darreres Br. 


Mr. Watson : You are all aware of the introduction 
of the Milk and Dairies Bill into the House of Commons 
by the Right Hon. John Burns, M.P. This is a matter 
which affects the whole profession materially, and we 
should take immediate action in it. As the President 
in his letter has said, Mr. John Burns is like all other 
Members who have been working on those Bills in 
order to pass them—they take very little notice of the 
veterinary surgeon. (Hear, hear). "He is scarcely men- 
tioned at all mm the Bill, but his brother, the medical 
officer, is This will 
an opportunity to have the profession recognised, and it 
is essential that the veterinary i should be dis- 
tinctly mentioned in a Bill of the kind. (Hear, hear.) 
The Bill therefore requires amendment in a great num- 
ber of particulars. I have gone through the Bill very 
carefully, and wherever Medical Officer of Health -is 
mentioned I suggest that yy, or veter- 
inary surgeon should be inserted. (Hear, hear). 

The resolution to be submitted to this meeting is as 
follows : “We consider the Milk and Dairies Bill intro- 
duced into Parliament by the Right Hon. John B 
M.P., presents an unique opportunity to the Royal 
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College of Veterinary Surgeons for having the veterinary 
profession directly represented on the 1 Govern- 
ment Boards of England and Ireland, and having the 
veterinary surgeons on their Inspectorial staffs: and 
we hereby call on the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to take all necessary steps to 
effects this by their Parliamentary agents.” 

There are also a number of alterations and additions 
that we consider should be made in the Bill. 

The CuarrMan : Clause 2 (1) in the Billreads “if the 
milk from any dairy is being sold or used for human 
consumption within the district of any Sanitary 
Authority, the Medical Officer of Health for that dis- 
trict shall, whether the dairy is situate within or with- 
out the district, have power at all reasonable hours to 
enter and inspect the dairy, and if accompanied by a 
Veterinary Inspector or some other properly qualified 
veterinary surgeon to inspect the animals there. 

Mr. Watson : What we propose here is to delete the 
words “and if” and add after the words veterinary sur- 
geon “ who shall.” 

_ The Cuarrman : Clause 2 (2) reads “if on any such 
inspection the Medical Officer of Health or the Veteri- 
nary Inspector or surgeon has reason to suspect that any 
cow in the dairy is suffering from tuberculosis wit 

emaciation or tuberculosis of the udder, or is giving 
tuberculous milk he may require the cow to be milk 

in his presence and may take samples of the milk, and 
the from any particular teat shall, if he so require, 
ey separate, and separate samples thereof fur- 


Mr. Watson : The only change desired in that would 
be to have the word “veterinary” inserted before the 
word “ surgeon” on the fourth line. 

The CHarRMAN : Clause 2 (4) reads as follows :—“ If 
on any such inspection the Medical Officer of Health is 
of opinion that infectious disease is caused by consump- 
tion of the milk supplied from the dairy or of the mi 
of any icular cow kept therein he shall report there- 
on to the Sani Authority, and to the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and his report shall be accompanied by any 
report furnished to him by the veterinary inspector or 
veterinary surgeon and the Medical Officer of Health, if 
he considers the case to be one of urgency on account 
of the spread or suspected — of infectious disease, 
may, pending the decision of the Sanitary Authority— 
——_ on behalf of the Sanitary Authority with the 

that the dairyman shall, on such terms and to 
such extent and subject to such condition as wp A be 
agreed, stop the supply and use of milk from his dairy 
or from any quem cow kept therein ; or (4) make 
an interim order prohibiting the supply for human con- 
sumption, orthe use, or supply for use, in the manufacture 
of products for human consumption, of milk from the 
dairy or from any particular cow kept therein until the 
expiration of such time not exceeding ten days, as may 


be specified in the Order either absolutely or unless | Lo¢al 


such conditions as may be prescribed in the Order are 


— with ; or (c) refer the matter to the Sanitary | po 
u 


ority and where the matter is so referred to them 
the Sanitary Authority may, pending their final decision 
make such interim ment or order as the Medical 
Officer of Health might have made.” 

Mr. Watson : The alterations here required is that in 
sub-clause B we should have deleted the words “ until 
the expiration of such time not exceeding ten days ” and 
add the words “for such time.” It ought to be left to 
the opinion of the veterinary surgeon as to what time 
should be given. It should not be put down as ten 


da; 

Mr. Heaty: We would want a fortnight or three 
weeks at the least. 

The CHarRMAN : Clause 2 (8) reads “ An interim or 


officer of health being satisfied that the milk supply has 
been changed or that it is not likely to cause infectious 
disease, and the Medical Officer of Health shall have 
power to withdraw any interim order made by himself 
and if so authorised by the Sanitary Authority, any 
other Order made under this Section.” 

Mr. Watson : In that Clause they have only men- 
tioned the Medical Officer of Health and that is wrong. 
The veteri surgeon would be the man to deal wit 
the cows. Ye propose that after the words “their 
Medical Officer of Health” the words “or their Veteri- 
or their veterinary surgeon” should be 


The CHarrMAN : Clause 4 (1) “It shall be lawful for 
an Inspector of the Local Government Board or the 
Medical Officer of Health of a County or of any a 
district or any person provided with, and, if required, 
exhibiting an authority in writing from such an Inspec- 
tor or Medical Officer of Health, to take for examination 
samples of milk, provided that the powers of a Medical 
Officer of Health and of a person authorised by him 
under this Section shall, exeept so far as the Local 
Government Board may by order otherwise direct, be 
exercisable only within the County or district for which 
the Medical Officer of Health acts.” 

Mr. Watson: We want to have the words “or 
veterinary inspector or veterinary surgeon” added after 
the words “ medical officer of health.” 

The next Clause we have to consider is Clause 
5, and in connection with it I wish to say that 
this Clause has come in for special notice by the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society of England, and they have 
sent a resolution on the matter. It is as follows :— 
“The Central Veterinary Medical Society notes with 
pleasure the pro s of the Milk and Dairies Bill, and 
congratulates the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons on the Tuberculosis Order of the 
Board of Agriculture. It further begs to draw the 
attention of Council to (1) Section 5 of the proposed 
Milk and Dairies Bill and to suggest that the deletion of 
that portion of the Clause following the words “ veteri- 
nary inspectors” is desirable. (2) To suggest that 
special attention be paid to _— 1, sub-section (1) 
section 6 concerning qualifications etc. of veterinary 
inspectors. (3) To include in the interpretation of the 
Act, section 14, a definition of the term “ veterinary 
inspector,” viz., a member of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons.” This Society also expresses the hope 
that the Council of the R.C.V.S. will spare no expense 
in guarding the interests of the profession during the 
passage of this Bill. It was further resolved that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, the secretaries of the various 
Veterinary Medical ieties, and the Editors of the 
Veterinary Press.” 

The CHarRMAN: Clause 5 of the Bill reads “The 

Government Board may by Order uire the 
Council of any county, vention: or urban district to ap- 
int or combine with another such Council in appoint- 
ing, for the purposes of this Act, one or more veterinary 
i any inspector 


inspectors, or to employ for those 
he uncil under the 


or other officer appointed by t 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894.” 

Mr. Watson : In the first line we want the word 
“may” deleted and changed to “shall,” and we want» 
all the words after veterinary inspector deleted, because 
according to those words a plumber or a tinker could 
be appointed. By deleting those words a veterinary in- 
spector must be appointed. 

The CuarrMaN : Clause 13, Sub-section (1) runs “ pro- 
cedings against a dairyman for failure to comply with 
an order made by a sanitary authority or a medical 
officer of health requiring the dairyman not to supply 


other Order made under this Section shall be forthwith 
withdrawn on the Sanitary Authority or their medical 


from a dairy or from any cow in a dairy may be taken 
before a Court of Summary) Jurisdiction either in the 
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place where the offence was committed or in the place 
where the dairy is situated and shal] be taken only by 
the authority by whom or by whose medical officer of 
health the order was made or by the sanitary authority 
of the district in which the dairy is situate.” 

Mr. Watson : After medical officer of health on the 
fifth line we add “Veterinary inspector or veterinary 
surgeon,” and also after the w medical officer of 
health on the fifth last line add “ Veterinary inspector 
or veterinary surgeon.” Those changes are on the same 
lines as the other places where medical officer of health 
is mentioned alone. 

The CHarRMAN : Clause 15 (1) I suppose the addition 
of the words “ Veterinary surgeon or Veterinary in- 
spector” after the places where medical officer of health 
is alone will also apply here. It is neces- 
sary that veterinary inspector or veteri surgeon 
should be defined. 

Mr. Watson: The definition I have given is as 
follows “the expression veterinary surgeon or veterinary 
inspector means a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” The same thing applies to 
Clause 16 (4) which deals with the interpretation of the 
Act in Ireland. For effectively enforcing clauses 3 (2) 
6, 9 (2) by the Local Government tw 3 of England 
and Ireland they must create veterinary commissioners 
and appoint veterinary inspectors on their staffs. The 
different questions that arise on matters in the Bill 
cannot be answered by anyone except veterinary in- 
spectors or surgeons. Veterinary inspectors should 
therefore be appointed on the same lines as medical 
men and other officers belonging to such professions as 
engineering and accountants. 

he CHAIRMAN: In England that would be done by 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Mr. Watson : Yes. 

_ The Coareman : There is no Local Government Board 


Mr. Watson : There is. 

The CuargMAn : You have all heard what Mr. Wat- 
son has said, and I dare say you have all read the Bill. 
I don’t think we can improve on what Mr. Watson has 
done for us, but I would like to hear any remarks on 
the Bill. 

Watson : It is a great opportunity for us. (Hear, 
ear). 

The CuarrMaN : I have no amendment to suggest, as 
Mr. Watson has taken in everything that is desired. We 
must now apply the remedy. 

Mr. Healy and Mr. Mahony concurred. 

The Cuarrman: Is t that a copy of the resolu- 
tion and of the suggested alterations in the Bill be for- 
warded to the Secretary of the Royal College of Veteri- 

Surgeons and to the Members of Parliament. 

r. Manony : I beg to propose the adoption of all 
the shenate as suggested with the resolution and sug- 
gestion of the Chairman, and that they be sent,to the 
persons mentioned by the Chairman. = 

Mr. Muxeany : I second that. Send them to places 
both in England and Ireland. [The resolution was 
carried 

Mr. Watson: If the members get an opportunity 
they should speak to Members of Parliament. It may. 
do a lot of good. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Hewson: What constitutes a veterinary inspec- 
tor? There isa man appointed for the district w 
I am, and he is ed as a veterinary inspector. 

Mr. Watson : From a meeting of our Council we sent 
on a definition to the Local Government Board defining 
what a veterinary inspector is. We say he must be a 
Member of the Royal ns: of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Up to the present the local Government Board have not 
defined it. Mr. manonne ee told by them that they 


were at present engaged it, - 


Mr. Mutcany: 1 would like to say a few things, 
especially about instructors lecturing to the people of the 
country on contagious abortion. It has come to my 
knowledge where icultural instructors have been 
gathered together in Limerick and lectured by a member 
of our profession as to how to prevent abortion, and 
also on milk failure. I think t is a great shame. 
(Hear, hear). In some places cows have died from the 
treatment that was ordered for them by these instruc- 
tors. I went to the Live Stock Committee and asked 
was this man paid by the ratepayers for treating such 
and such a gentleman’s cattle, and I was told that all 
ratepayers should get lect on this, and that they 
were lectured by so-and-so at Limerick on those subjects. 
That is hard lines to have a fellow who does not know 
anything about fever or any other diseases going around 
the country treating people's cattle in a way that they 
should not be treated for such disease. We should put 
a stop to it, and send a resolution to the Department 
and to each County Committee in the South of Ireland 
requesting them not to make such appointments, but to 

ive them to qualified men who know their business. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Heaty: Sometimes it starts at the other end, 
and veterinarians may be at fault. I know a case where 
a veterinary surgeon did not give the proper treatment 
to cattle, and now who is to blame? What is what is 
done by some when they are in trouble, and what can 
we expect. 

Mr. Mutcany : This contagious abortion is a national 
calamity, and I don’t mind something being done for 
poor people, but when a person is well able to afford a 
veterinary surgeon it is not fair that those people should 
be sent for. Milk fever is not a national calamity, 
and it is unfair fora man who calls himself a profess- 
ional man to lecture on this and tell them how to 
treat it. 

The CuarrMAN : It isa vexatious question for prac- 
titioners, and it has been happening from time im- 
memorial, but the Department should not certainly 
foster it. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Hewson: There is a man comes down to my 
place, and we are great friends. He never gives any 
secrets away. In one case he asked me to out and 
see a mare that was sick and get the fee. He had re- 
fused to see the mare, and told them to send for me. 
Mr. Mutcany: I am saying nothing against these 
men. They are respectable men, but the practice should 
not be allowed spread. 

The CHarrMAN : It is time to stop it when a veteri- 
nary surgeon instructs one of those instructors and sends 
him out to lecture on this. That is not right. It is a 
source of great danger to allow such a practice con- 
tinue. 

Mr. Watson : Just to show you that the Department 
are responsible, I will read you somethi rom The 
Ennis Record: “At a meeting of the C County 
Committee and Technical Instruction a 
circular was from the Department stating that in 
view of the prevalence of contagious abortion in cattle it 
was of the highest importance that farmers and - 
owners should be provided with additional facilities for 
acquainting themselves with the remedy for its preven- 
tion. They uested the Committee to allow Mr. 
Godfrey to attend the special preliminary demonstration 
on the subject by Professor Mason, to be given at 
Limerick, on the 13th April, and to arrange with 
Mr. rey to give a series of lectures in the Coun 
touching on the abortion of cattle.” It is as the result 
of that circular that all the trouble has arisen. The 
Council of this Association met and the following 
resolution : “that we protest against the appointment 
of laymen to lecture on veterinary subjects, as it may 
be injurious to the interests of the veterinary practi- 
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tioners, and certainly useless as a reliable source of in- 
struction to owners of cattle. Inasmuch that this is 
brought about by a circular‘letter of the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, we 
consider that they should take steps to correct this state 
of affairs in such matters and so prevent a repetition of 
such occurrences in the future. We would advise that 
in future such lectures should be given by members of 
the veterinary profession, and where practicable they 
should be local practitioners.” (Hear hear). That resolu- 
tion has been sent on to the Department. 

Mr. Mutcany : These lectures are well attended in 
my district and the men attending note down what the 
lecturer prescribes. 

Mr. Heaty : I know a case where one of them told a 
priest at dinner to give a horse linseed, and_he did, and 
the horse was dead in its box the next morning. (Laugh- 
ter). I met the man two days afterwards. 


NOTES ON CASTRATION OF THE HORSE. 
By T. R. Muucany, M.R.C.V.S. 


In‘ bringing before you to-night these few notes on 
Castration of the Horse, a subject I am sure we are all 
interested in, my object is to draw from you a good and 
interesting discussion, for I assure you I have nothing 
new on the subject that I can impart to you, yet we may 
learn something from one another. 

Castration of the horse is, to my mind, one of the 
most important every day operations, if not the most 
important, that the general practitioner is called on to 
perform, and on the results of which often depends the 
making or the marring of the young man’s reputation. 
It is needless for me to say that no matter what care is 
taken, what skill exercised, some cases will end in death, 
but the percen should be small, and for the begin- 
ner’s sake I should say very small. 

We all know that every practitioner has his own 
favourite way of performing the operation, and so long. 
as he is successful in that particular way I should say he 
would be very unwise to change from that way because, 
for instance, his method was old-fashioned, for there is 
an old saying that “‘ Nothing succeeds like success.” 

There are several recognised ways among the profes- 
sion, for performing the operation, the principal being 
actual cautery, torsion, ecraseur, reliance castrator, 
caustic clamps, etc. 

Before discussing the actual operation, let us consider 
what is the best age, best season of the year, etc., to 


operate. 

Thor myself, I prefer to operate on the colt when a 
year old, that is in the months of April or ae: At the 
same time I don’t mind if he is two years old, the only 
difference being the colt being so much stronger, he 
requires greater care in the casting and securing. I 
have never castrated a foal, so I can say nothing for or 
against the operation at that age. 

I am certainly 4 opinion ce if one I om to 
i) tte on an aged horse, especially one t n 
at the stud, the best time of the year is the fall, that 
is, in the months of September and October. The 
reasons are obvious. The spring is the natural breeding 
period, and consequently the testes in the male are at 
their most developed state both as regards blood supply 
and enervation, therefore to operate on an aged animal 
at this time of the year must be a great shock to the 
animal, and I should say, if possible, ought to be avoided 


or postponed, in the interests of humanity. 
qualification, for a successful castrator in a 
country practice, is to be cool, good-tempered, and bold ; 
at the same time not foolhardy. 
I am sure most of you have experienced being called 
to a farm to castrate some colts, or for that matter one, 


almost: say 
essenti 


and found that they, or he, have never been caught or 
handled, and you have to get it done, or do it yourself. 
This requires a certain amount of courage and cooln 
but after all not so much. Having caught the colt, a 
pst on a halter or cavisson I next put a short twitch on 
im in the house, this I tie up to the cavisson or halter. 
I find that for wild young colts the best and easiest 
place to put the twitch on is in the house, for this reason, 
that the twitch takes up his attention, and if it is neces- 
sary to lead him toa paddock he walks out much quieter 
than if he had no twitch on. Having got the colt to the 
place selected for operation, I get a man to approach the 
colt gently towards his near shoulder, pass his hand 

ntly up his neck, and take hold of his near ear: I 
instruct him hold it firmly. This pressure, in conjunc- 
tion with the twitch, helps to keep him motionless, or 
nearly so, while the ropes are being put on. I then take 
a leather surcingle and pass it round the colt’s bod 
from the near side, taking care not to tighten it—this is 
important. This surcingle has a strap or belt sewn on 
to it at right angles with a buckle, and this belt prevents 
the neck rope from going out too far on the colt’s neck 
when he struggles when down. I next take my ro 
which has an open neck piece, pass it round the neck o 
the colt, and secure it with a half hitch in the loop. 
This neck piece has two metal eyes or rings in it, one on 
either side. Having secured the neck piece, I next pass 
both long ends of the rope between the forelegs and hind 
legs, keeping same well above the hocks. I give the 
near side to an assistant and instruct him to pass the 
end through the near side ring in the neck piece, and 
pass it forwards to the front of the colt, at the same 
time not allowing the rope to get below the hock. I 
pass the off side rope through the ring on the off side 
rope through the ring on the off side and bring the free 
end back to the off quarter of the colt. Now I tighten 
my surcingle and lower the ropes from above the hocks 
to the pastern joints, and give the order to pull. My 
man being in front with an assistant pulls up the near 
hind leg, and I myself with an assistant pull backwards 
and wheel to the left, the result is that the colt takes a 
step or two backwards, sits down as it were on his near 
hind quarter, and rolls over on that side. 

Now the colt is lying on his near side. I next pullu 
the off hind leg to the ring, or as near as possible, an 
take a half hitch round the pastern joint, and hold the 
rope firmly towards the tail. Then my assistant 
the end of the forward rope back under the neck, and 
pulls strongly back towards the tail till he gets the near 
or under hind leg up or near the under ring. Now I 

this rope over the colt’s withers and under the 
upper or off hind leg, and take a half hitch round the 
under or near hind pastern. Now I take a half hitch 
with rope No. 1 round both hind pasterns, and pull them 
strongly together. This rope with its fixed end the 
half hitch round the hind pasterns is then taken, and 
brought back diagonally across the loins to the tail, the 
end is passed between the hind legs in the region of the 
thighs, and around the front of both pasterns and back 
towards the tail and pull strongly, the result being that 
the hocks are well fixed and kept in that position by an 
assistant holding on to the rope. I do not secure the 
fore legs at all, and I cast and secure all colts and 
horses in this way. I operate on the colt or horse lying 
on his near side, and secured in the position I bee 
endeavoured to describe. 

Before igre 8 to the operation proper, I must 
apologise for —s = your time and going into such 
detail as to the method of casting and securing I adopt, 
but in my humble opinion a great deal of an operator's 
success depends on his having a good and easy method 
of casting and securing his colts. All the assistance 
— once the colt is down, is a man on his head, 
= ~ man on the running rope which keeps the hocks 
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As I said before, everyone has his pet way of perform- 
ing the operation. I prefer the actual cautery. Perhaps 
it is because I was trained to its use, and perhaps be- 
cause I have been fairly successful : certainly you must 
admit it has this advantage over all other instruments 
without exception, and that is that it cannot become 
septic. Of course the necessity of a fire to heat the 
irons is in some cases a disadvantage, and it may not be 
considered in ties2 days very scientific, but I think the 
results outweigh those considerations. 

All being ready I have a bucket full of cold clean 
water, in which I put a strong antiseptic, and into this 
I put my steel clamp, the same pattern as that used in 
the torsion operation. I next wash the scrotum with 
some of the water out of the bucket, then take the clamp 
and grasp one of the testicles with it, open the scrotum 
with the ean 4 edge of the hot iron also the covering, 
and lay bare the testicle proper. Grasp the testicle wit 
the right hand and drag out, moving the clamp down 
on the cord as far as I consider necessary, and divide 
the cord, vascular and non-vascular, with the sharp edge 
of the hot iron on the clamp, then cool my iron if neces- 
sary and sear the vascular portion of the cord. When 
sufficiently seared I let go and the severed cord returns 
to its place in the scrotal sack, and so with the other. 

In using the actual cautery, care must be taken to 
have the iron at the proper temperature. I find a dull 
heat best, so long as the iron does not stick to the 
tissues. Of course, if the operation is performed by 
torsion, ecraseur, emasculator, or caustic clamp, the 
scrotum must be opened with a knife, and some practi- 
tioners divide the non-vascular portion before. they 
apply their instrument to stop hemorrhage and remove 
the gland. 

In all cases where instruments are used great care 
should be exercised to have them scrupulously clean and 


aseptic. 
The caustic clamp is to my mind a brutal invention 


although an old one. I say brutal deliberately, because 
the operation only requires the removal of the gland, 
and the stopping of the bleeding resulting from the 
severence of an important artery, and in my opinion 
there are many ways of doing this simple thing, without 
subjecting a poor dumb animal to the torture of a con- 
stant pressure of a burning caustic clamp on such a 
sensitive structure for twenty-four or mre fe forty- 
eight hours. 

have never seen the standing method of performing 
the operation, and am very sceptical about it ; yet, never 
having seen the operation performed I ought not to give 
an opinion on it. However, I must say. it cannot look 
very scientific to be poking or groping with one’s hands 
and a knife in a horse’s groin, the horse or colt plungin 
about all the time, and sometimes as 1 pn 
lying down when the operation is half through. 

Complications.—The most common complication I 
find is incomplete descent of one or both testicles into 
the scrotal sack ; where one can find a testicle outside 
the external abdominal ring, and it can be grasped by 
the hand, it can be removed, but in this case the skin 
and coverings must be opened with the knife, and t 
care must be exercised not to wound any of the 
and numerous veins in this region, otherwise very dis- 
agreeable bleeding may take place. 

The most serious complications are scrotal and in- 

guinal hernia. Scrotal hernia may be diagnosed before 
operating, but I think it, is very rare in colts a year old 
or more, and of course, if discovered, a different method 
from what I have endeavoured to describe must be 
pursued. 
_ On the other hand, inguinal hernia is in my opinion 
Eapreit to diagnose before the catastrophe happens, 
and that is the descent of the bowels after the patient 
is allowed to rise, 


I have had only two cases of this very unpleasant 
result, and I noted that both were horses of very light 
bodies, what one would call “herring gutted” animals 
with extra large testicles and cord, hence it would be 
well, if one had one of those kind of animals to operate 
on, to plug them before allowing them to rise, the 
plugs to be removed next day. 

I have found such abnormalities as Strongyles in the 
peritoneal sac, on several occasions, but they don’t seem 
to do much harm. 

After results.—If the operation is rformed 
and the animal’s condition and health good, the opera- 
tion should have little or no effect on the animals, especi- 
ally yearlings, and they should not appear stiff or sick at 
all. Of course there is bound to be some cedema of the 
sheatb, and thisI rather like to see. But sometimes we 
see such nasty after results as schirrous cord, hydrocele, 
ete. Schirrous cord is a growth on the end of the sper- 
matic cord and surrounding tissues, and may be of a 
malignant or non-malignant character. Some say it is 
due to the “ray fungus” and is amenable to the Potas- 
sium iodide treatment. That is not my opinion or ex- 
perience. I have treated schirrous cord with Iodide of 
potassium and with no results, and I find that the only 
remedy is the knife and the ecraseur. 

As to the cause of schirrous cord, in my opinion it 
rarely follows the operation except where the caustic 
clamps are used, and it is due to the spermatic cord be- 
coming adherent to the skin of the scrotum and sur- 
rounding tissues. I have removed several schirrous 
cords, but I have never had the organisation of them 
examined microscopically, consequently I can’t say 
whether they are cancerous growths or not, but if I may 
venture an opinion I should say that they are. 

Hydrocele is not of much consequence, and it is hard to 
account for its cause. 

After treatment.—I like the colts to be ina clean com- 
fortable box for a night or two, certainly one night, but 
after that as much out on the grass as possible. I find 
that they do much better on clean nice pasture than ina 
stable, no matter how well kept. To keep the wounds 
clean and aseptic is of course necessary, but I don’t 
believe in too much interference, and as long as the 
animal is feeding and in fairly good spirits I am quite 
satisfied. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman and 
kind attention, and I hope we s 
cussion. (Applause.) 


Discussion. 


The CuarrMan : Though the subject of Mr. Mulcahy’s 
practical paper is a familiar one, we have all something 
to learn about it yet. The main object of the paper is 
to promote a discussion amongst the members and have 
an interchange of opinions. The paper itself is an 
admirable one, and yet it has taught us something that 
we did not know Solera. It is by skill in the perform- 
ing of such operations that the young practitioner makes 
his name, and it is therefore a subject of the greatest 
importance. (Hear, hear.) 

r. Manony: I rise to thank Mr. Mulcahy for his 
very able and valuable paper—(hear, hear.) It was v 
clear and very instructive—(hear, hear.) ough we all 
do the operation from year to year we like to hear some- 
thing new about it, and we are therefore looking for 
advice. Mr. Mulcahy has given us that advice and there 
is very little to comment on. Mr. Mulcahy has fully 
explained the operation and the way in which to secure 
the animals, and that is a very important matter in con- 
nection with the operation. In the country it is gener- 
ally as yearlings that castration is done, but I find from 
my experience that as two-year-olds they recover the 
operation sooner and they are stronger after it. Year- 
ling colts belonging to farmers are not nourished and the 
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have a good dis- 
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- to be done with plenty of chloroform because you will 


on the use of chloroform in castration. He told us the 
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operation plays on them. As far as thoroughbreds are 
concerned they are doing foals with great success be- 
cause as yearlings they get the ve. 34 out of them. I 


ing pa 
par and I have used nearly every instrument. 
approved of one or two, but for the past fifteen years I 


had some failures | have been using the “ Reliance ” with the happiest re- 


T have had a deal of experience of % 


in my work, but I found that I had not made the incision | sults. I found some time ago that I had some trouble 


long enou J 
longer at the work I found everything to work out in a 


satisfactory manner. With regard to throwing, I bring | pe ] 
twists before I put the castrator on. In case the animal 


is two or three years old there is no necessity for those 


them down with an ordinary rope around the neck, be- 
tween the forelegs and hind legs, and then around again. 
T also cross it over the back and secure the forelegs to | t 
the hind legs and bring the animal right over on its |t 
back. I have never had an accident yet. I have been 
very fortunate. 


and abscesses occurred ; but when I was | with it, but an examination showed that it had got out 
of order. and I sent it to the makers and it was rendered 


rfect again. I invariably give the testicle two or three 


wists. Why I like the~ Reliance is because it is scien- 
ific and reliable, and as a rule the colts done by the 


Reliance recover quickly. I will give a bit of advice to 
youngmen. As arule, when they get their diplomas 


Mr. Heaty: Mr. Mulcahy’s paper has proved a very | they start on their own, but that is a great mistake. A 


valuable one. Not alone is it interesting but it is|man coming fresh from college 


can know nothing about 


highly instructive. As regards the schirrous cord, the | operations. He should continue with a veterinary sur- 


treatment I use is potassium iodide. 


geon and try and spoil his business for a while. 


I sometimes find wind in the bag. These are sometimes |(Laughter). As regards throwing a colt it is a rope and 


not operated on, but it is nothing more than a simple 
operation. In yearlings or weanlings the operation has 


knee strap I use. Once you have the colt strapped by 
+ ang you have practically thrown the colt. I use 
t 


ropes made into one, and I have never had an 


have disease of the bowels. I had only one accident in | accident since I adopted this method. I allow one leg 


my operations. This operation was all right, but the 
colt went a few yards and came down and injured him- 


self. The only thing I would like to remark about cas- | object to it. 


of the colt to be free, as it gives him relief, and I don’t 
approve of anything being put around his body, as colts 


may also say that in the operation I 


tration is that there is a lot of castration given to| make a cross incision, and that wound will not close up 
“ gelders” that should be given to us. In some parts of | for a fortnight and you will have no pus. I should 


the country there are “gelders” making a lot of money | s 
out of it. We might try and do something to puta stop 


trongly recommend you to use the cross incision as 


out of ninety-nine cases in every hundred you have no 


to it, because we are the proper persons for such work. | trouble. 


(Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Mutcany : | am very much obliged to the mem- 


Mr. ALLEN: The only thing I have to say is that I | bers for the kind manner in which they received my few 


can’t understand the putting on of a leather surcingle on 


remarks on castration. I don’t put forward any method, 


an animal. If we put that on a colt he would g mad. | because every man has his own, and a man would be a 
1d it to 


(Laughter). I know a veterinary surgeon who 
a colt and the colt broke his leg. 


fool if he gave up his own method. I have castrated a 
number of colts, sometimes seventeen or eighteen in 


Mr. Watson: I would like to be associated with |one group, and I put the rope on loose and tighten at 


the other members, and thank Mr. Mulcahy for his very | the last moment. 
valuable paper. (Hear, hear). The operation Mr. Mul-| not have any liberty at all, 


Iam of opinion that the horse should 
use that is the cause of 


cahy seems to think an easy matter is the application of | any damage that is done. You cannot get any man to 
those ropes. I think it is most complex. e speaks | do your work as well as yourself, and that is advice that 
about the age that the animal should be operated on | should be followed. I again thank you for the way you 
and the period of the year, and he takes exception to/| listened to my humble efforts to entertain you. 


the spring time on account of the activity of the glands. 
I think the glands are always in an active condition, 
and that if 5 antiseptic precautions are taken an 
animal may 

surgeons are now using the clam, and I always found it 
to be most successful. I have seen a very large number 


Mr. Watson : I now wish to read a letter from the 


wife of a late esteemed member of our Association :— 


done at any season. Many veterinary | “Carrignaveen House, Inniscarra, Co. Cork. Dear sir, 
will you please convey to the members of your Associa- 


tion my most sincere thanks for their kindness in pass- 


of animals castrated by this clam and saw none of them | ing a vote of condolence to me and my family in our sad 


showing any signs of pain after a few hours. The Re- 


liance castrator is to my mind the ideal way of words of 
zemor- | ful.—Yours sincerely, 5S. HENDERSON.” 


ing castration. I have used it; but frequently ha 
ne Bnt since I have got “the tip” of giving the 
co 


bereavement. I also must thank you personally for 


thy for which I feel most grate- 
Mr. Heaty : I propose that the letter be inserted on 


a twist before before applying the instrument | the minutes. 


things have gone much better. ere is a point about 


The CHAIRMAN seconded the resolution, which was 


chloroform. Our worthy President, I remember, some | carried unanimously. 


twelve months ago, in connection with a paper read 
before the V.M.A. of Ireland, gave a valuable suggestion 


way to give it was while the animal was standing and to 
allow the animals to go about until he falls. I thought 
it rather cruel, but Mr. Howard assures me that it is the 
proper way to proceed. 

much pleased with the paper and followed it with deep 
interest. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Hewson : I always perform the operation in the | services, if it is thought desirable. : 
not compulsory for a qualified V.S. to be in attendance, 


torsion way, but I tried to do it with the horse on its 


Mr. Watson: I have also received the following 


letter :—‘“‘South Durham and North Yorkshire Veteri- 
nary Medical Association, 30 Bridge Road, Stockton-on- 
Tees, June 29th, 1909. Dear Sir,—At the last meeting 
of this Association the question of the payment of fees 
to veterinary surgeons for attendance at race meetings 
I desire to say that I was very | was considered. As a result I was asked to write to the 
various V.M. Associations with a view to some concerted 
action being taken and uniform fees charged for such 


Until recently it was 


side, and I could never mai it. I would like to} but now, according to Jockey Club rules, it is essential 


know how Mr. Mulcahy used the torsion with the ani- 
mal on its side. 
Mr. Mutcany: I don’t use it at all. 
The CuHarrMAN: I have to join with the other 
speakers in thanking Mr. Mulcahy for his very interest- 


that a horse ambulance and a V.S. should be present in 
case of accident. As there has been no remuneration in 
the past for such services it is now felt that the time has 
arrived when such should be paid for, and I am directed 
to ask you to bring the matter before your Association 
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at its next meeting, and let us know their decision.— 
Yours truly, W. Awpz, Hon. Sec.” 

The CHAIRMAN : I don’t know whether that applies 
to the Irish Turf Club or the Irish National Hunt 
Steeplechases, and we can’t reply until we know whether 
it does or not. 

Mr. ALLEN : Three or four years ago that was spoken 
about and an application was sent to them and nothing 


came of it. 
Mr. : uae : They have appointed Mr. Griffin at the 


Curragh. 

Mr. ALLEN : They appointed me at Fairyhouse with- 
out a fee, as Honorary veteri surgeon. 

Mr. Heaty: The only experience I have in connec- 
tion with the matter is that I was called at a race meet- 
ing to see an animal that was disabled. I attended and 
I was paid a fee on giving my certificate. 

The CuarrMaN : I don’t think we ought to take the 
positions as honorary positions. ; 

Mr. Watson : I propose that we ask three guineas for 
each day’s attendance for performing these duties as 
8 ted by the rule recently passed by the Jockey 
Club. —Mr ahony seconded. 

The CuarrMAN : Make it £3 for a one day meeting 
and £5 for a two.—Mr. Watson 

The CHarrMAN : I declare that carried. 

Mr. Watson read a letter from Prof. Gofton, Dick 
Veterinary College, inviting attendance at a meeting to 
be held at Harrogate, and enclosing copy of a draft 


. scheme for affiliating the local Societies with the National 


Veterinary Association. 
The CuarkMaN : We can refer it to the Council for 
consideration. [This was agreed to]. 


The CuarmmMan: The next thing is to change the 
annual meeting from Dublin to Cork. 

Mr. Watson : It is a matter that occurred to me be- 
cause the members are practically the practitioners of 
the South, and it is to ask them to come to Dublin 
for the meetings. The meetings should be held ina 
central place to suit the majority of the members, and 
I would suggest Limerick or Limerick Junction. 

Mr. Manony: I quite agree. Dublin and Cork are 
at the extreme ends, and it is a long journey. The 
posal of Limerick Junction is a good one as we will be 
able to return the same day. : 

Mr. Heaty: I second the proposal of Limerick 
Junction. 

Mr. Mutcany : I think Limerick Junction would be 
hard on the men living in the midlands. I don’t think 
we ought object to a little trip to Dublin now and again. 

Mr. Manony : I suggest you eee consideration of 
the matter to our meeting in inasloe, when we can 
get the rel of the Western practitioners. [Mr. Mul- 

Mr. Watson : I have received a letter enclosing copy 
of particulars relating to travelling arrangements and 
hotel accommodation in connection with the forth- 
coming International Veterinary Congress at the Hague. 

Several members intimated their intention of 
attending the Congress. [This concluded the business 
of the meeting.] 

Mr. Watson : I pro that our best thanks be given 
to Mr. Winter for his dignified conduct in the chair, and 
the admirable manner in which he conducted the business. 

Mr. Hewson seconded, and it was carried unani- 


mously, and the Chairman having suitably acknowledged 
the vote of thanks, the meeting concluded. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


ro 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 

Parasitic |Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) Mange Genk. 


Out- Ani- | Out- 


breaks) mals. Joreake! mals. fbreaks| mals. Outbreaks. breaks} breaks. 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Ont- 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended July 24 


( 1908 ... 


Corresponding week in 1907... 
| 1906: 


Total for 30 weeks, 1909 


( 1908 ... 
Corresponding period in ; 1907 ... | 673 
{ 1906 557 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 27, 1909. 


IRELAND. Week ended July 17 


Corresponding Week inl 
1906 ... 


Total for 29 weeks, 1909 


(°1908 ... oss 
Corresponding period in | 1907... 
1906... 


1l 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 21, 1909. 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


| 
Period. 
| Slaugh. 
| ered 
25 27 23 46 4 85 318 
6 7 24 1 11 16 
| 806 || 1076 339 | 1281 463] 1098 | 9731 
3 917] 3 490 | 1526 * 633 | 13845 | 7219 
887 540 | 1278 406 | 1559 7230 
833 662 | 1248 292 | 712 | 3939 
| 
282 
24 
= | 66 
26 270 | 123 | 2574 qi 
55 185 74 | 1246 | 
60 149 58 698 
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The H. & A. S. and the Bill. 


The usual general meeting of members of the High- 
land and Agricultural Society was held in the Showyard, 
Stirling. e Rev. Dr. Gillespie moved : 

“That, with the view of saf ing stock-owners 
from unreasonable and injurious restrictions in the 
management of their stock, this meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scot- 
land resolve to petition Parliament in favour of a clause 
being introduced into the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
(1881) Amendment Bill altering the disciplinary powers 
of the Veterinary Acts so as to conform precisely to 
those which the Medical Acts confer upon the medical 

fession.” 

The Bill, he said, had been more or less before the 
country for something like twelve months, and there 
had been a slight conflict between the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and the directors 
of the Highland Society in regard toits proposals. The 
Act of 1881 was quite different in one respect from the 
Medical Act. e Veterinary Act of 1881 made it a 
— for any unqualified person—he merely used the 
general term—to practice the business of a veteri 
surgeon “orany branch thereof.” The Medical Act had 
the same effect, but those important words, “or an 
branch thereof” were omitted, and it was that subsid- 
iary clause—a very important clause in their opinion— 
which made them object to the continuance of that 

wer in the hands of the Royal College of Veterinary 

urgeons. The Act, no doubt, was in force just now, 
and possibly if there had been no attempt to amend it, 
they might not have interfered, but when the 1881 Act 
was passed there was no Board of Agricuiture in Great 
Britain. There was no body to take isance of 
matters of the kind, and he was quite sure if legislation 
had been ee ae for the first time the Board of Agri- 
culture, which they legitimately and confidently looked 
to to safi the interests of the stockowners and of 
iculturists generally, would have interposed and seen 
t proper safeguards were provided for those interests. 
The = of counsel had been taken by the Veteri- 
nary 


enough, in one instance they went to the same counse 
the of Faculty, Mr. Scott Dickson, but there was 
something which had very often to be noted in connec- 
tion with the opinions of counsel, and that was that 
they must scan very cn indeed the questions put. 
Mr. Scott Dickson was asked by the Society if anyone 
took the title of docker or dishorner, or described him- 
self as qualified to do those things, would he be liable 
to the pony under the 1881 Act. The answer was 
yes. e Royal Veterinary College put the question in 
an entirely different form. They merely asked if the 

ormance of operations on animals or the treatment 
of diseased animals by unqualified persons rendered 
them liable to the penalty under the 1881 Act. Mr. 
Scott Dickson’s answer was no. He did not suppose 
the Royal Veterinary College wished to throw dust in 
their eyes by the way they put their question, but it was 
misleading, and he desired in this connection to say that 
he personally had no hostility whatever to the veteri- 
nary profession. It would ill become them to insinuate 
that the Highland Society had not been favourable to 
the profession. They did more than any other body for 
many years to encourage and help veterinary education, 
and he did not know that their views and wishes were 
changed. It was a pity that there was a conflict be- 
tween them, but the matter was a very important one 
for the large number of comparatively small farmers who 
would be prejudiced by this thing continuing. The 
Highland and Agricultural Society had always taken a 
a, interest over the small as well as the large 

ers, and if anything was done to disco men of 
that class from continuing to cultivate this useful 


faculty, he thought it would be a very serious matter. 
He hoped some compromise might yet be found, because 
they had no desire to fight the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege. The College authorities said they did not mean 
to put the thing in force in the light he (Dr. Gillespie) 
had presented. If they did not mean to do so, why did 
they insist upon it. It was said the College wanted to 
deal with quacks. The Society had no sympathy with 
quacks in any sphere, and if there was any difficulty 
= — with them, he hoped some solution would be 
ound. 

Colonel M‘Inroy, of The Burn, Edzell, seconded, and 
the motion was carried.—7'he Scotsman. 


A Collision.—Claims for Damages at 
East Grinstead. 


At the East Grinstead County Court on July 2st, 
before his Honour Ju Seully, the case of Ernest 
Steel v. J. B. Dier, was heard. is was an action by 
Mr. E. Steel, a motor car agent, of Horsham, to recover 
£20 from the defendant, a veterinary surgeon, of East 
Grinstead, for personal injuries and p Prev to a motor- 


nary | cycle. 


Mr. H. S. Bompas (instructed by Messrs. Kenneth 
Brown and Co was for the plaintiff, and Mr. F, 
T. Barrington Ward (instructed by Mr. E. P. Whitley 
Hughes) was for the defendant. There was a counter- 
claim for £20, all to a horse and trap. 

Plaintiff stated that on the Ist June he was riding * 
between Lindfield and Horsted Keynes. He was riding 
on his near side, and at a junction in the road the defen- 
dant’s trap suddenly appeared in front of him. Witness 
swerved to the right to avoid the horse, but the driver 
did not pull up and witness was knocked off his machine, 
which was much damaged. Witness was slightly 
injured. Witness was attended at a cottage, and then 
walked to Haywards Heath. Witness paid £56 for the 
motor-bicycle about ten days before the accident. He 
had sent the bicycle to Coventry to be repaired, and had 
not yet had it back. He had had to conduct his busi- 
ness by train and motor car since. His clothes were 


lege and by the Highland Society. es damaged 


maged. 

Cross-examined : Witness was riding at about 15 
miles an hour. The horse was going at a smart pace. 
Witness was sure he sounded his hooter. The horse and 
trap ran into him. The horse did not fall ; had he ran 
into it it would have been knocked down. Witness saw 
Mr. Wilson after the accident and told him if there were 
any damages he was to write to him. Asked to explain 
his reason, as the “injured party,” for telling Mr. 
Wilson to write to him if he had sustained any damage, 
witness said he might have looked at the matter differ- 
ently then. 

r. Thos. H. T. Trammer, M.R.C.V.S., proved exam- 
ining Mr. Dier’s horse. There was a blemish on the 
near shoulder, but that could not be caused by a collision 
against the off shoulder. There were no marks on the 
fetlocks. It was possible that the animal would be 
frightened of motor traffic now. 

r. Robert Wilson, assistant to Mr. Dier, at Dane- 
hill, said that he was driving from Danehill to Lindfield. 
When he neared the junction in the road his horse was 
going almost ata walk. He heard no warning of the 
approach of a motor, and when the horse had got about 
three-quarters of his length in front of the joining road, 
the motor cycle ran into him. The cyclist swerved his 
front wheel and struck the horse with the handle-bars 
and his own body. The cob plunged, got free of the 
bicycle, and then bolted. Witness was pitched out of 
the trap into an orchard. The trap was rolled over | 
twice. After about half an hour the plaintiff found 
him. Witness made the remark that it was a wonder 
the pair of them were not killed. Witness told the 
plaintiff that had he given warning of his approach there 
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would have been no accident. Plaintiff gave witness his 


card and told him to write if there was an 


y damage. 
The cob fell twice, and had considerably depreciated in 


value as a consequence of its injuries. 

William Kimsey, bailiff at Grange Farm, Lindfiel 
spoke to hearing the conversation between Mr. Stee 
and Mr. Wilson after the accident. 


know. 


Mr. J. B. Dier detailed the injuries to the horse, and | 


Mr. Wood, a motor nt, proved sending a man to 
fetch the motor cycle after the accident. € man rode 
the motor cycle back. Between £3 and £4 would put 
the cycle in repair. : 

His Honour was of opinion that the accident happen- 
ed through the negligence of the plaintiff, who should 
have taken more care in passing this turning. He 
thought the defendant had _ p his damages at a 
reasonable See. He gave judgment for the defendant 
on both the claim and counter-claim, with costs.— Sussex 
Daily News. 


Anthrax Prosecution in Glasgow. 


A case was brought before Baillie Borland at Glasgow 
Central Police Court. The respondent was a farmer 
from and it was alleged that 
on 12th March last he removed, or caused to be re 
moved to Glasgow slaughter house, the carcase of a cow 
which died at the farm and was diseased and affected 
with anthrax. 

Professor M‘Call said a kidney of the cow had been 
submitted to him, and on a microscopical examination 
of the same he found in it anthrax organisms. 

Respondent stated that the animal took ill at three 
o'clock in the morning, and died at ten o'clock. It 
showed symptoms of sickness, and in the morning the 
byreman gave it a dose of treacle and salts. Respon- 
dent did not see the animal until after its death. ere 
was some swelling noticeable on the carcase, and he was 
of opinion that the cow had died from stomach staggers 
or some other affection of that sort. He had not the 
faintest idea that it was suffering from anthrax. He 
did not think it necessary to call in a veteri surgeon 
after the death, knowing that the carcase would be effi- 
ciently examined at the Meat Market. 

The Fiscal claimed that respondent had not exercised 
sufficient diligence by not calling in a veterinary sur- 
geon to examine the animal before it was sent to the 
market. 

The Magistrate said that after considering all the 
circumstances of the case he had decided to impose a 
modified penalty of three guineas, with the alternative 
of 20 days’ imprisonment.—.B.A. 


Personal. 


His Majesty the King held an Investiture on July 22, 
at 12 o’clock at Buckingham Palace. The following 
were severally introduced into the presence of the 
Sovereign, when the King invested them with the 
Riband and Badge of the Respective Division of the 
Order into which they had been admitted :— 

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath—C.B. 
Military Division : 

+ 

Col. Ropert Principal Veterinary Officer, 
Aldershot Command. 

Mr. Ricuarp Matong, V.S., Wexford, has been ap- 


. — to the Commission of the Peace for the county. 


appointment is a most popular one, and Mr. Malone 
should prove a most useful member the magisterial 
body.—The Free Press (Wexford). 


Mr. Steel said that 
if any damage had been done the driver was to let him |’ 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, Warrenatt, July 27. 
Army VeTeRrNary Corps. 
cnet. Walter F. Shore to be Major. Dated 25th July, 
1 


List. Force. 


Jonathan Scott Bowden to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 27th 
May, 1909. 


OBITUARY. 


Wut1aM Jack, M.R.C.V.S., Montrose. 

1856: Edin: Oct., 1889. 

Mr. Jack died last week after a long illness. A native 

of the Edinburgh district, he had, prior to his retirement 

about ten years ago, carried on an extensive practice in 

Angus and Mearns. He is survived by his widow anda 
family of two sons and one daughter.—N.B.A. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
DISTEMPER. 
Sir, 


It is refreshing to read the views of Mr. Livesey on the 
above subject, as they are not orthodox, and indicate that he 
has the courage of his convictions. I am afraid that the 
author of the paper will have a hard task to convince his 
professional brethren that there are nearly always pustules 
on 8 dog’s skin at the commencement of an attack of dis- 
temper (‘‘ canine pasteurellosis ’’ is a better name than the 
paper and paint cognomen of ‘‘ distemper ”’). 

If veterinary surgeons at shows. were always to examine 
a dog’s skin for signs of distemper, and make the presence 
of exanthemata the most important and conclutive point in 
the diagnosis of pasteurellosis, I am afraid fewer dogs would 
be excluded from the benches than is the case now. Hav- 
ing acted as examiner of dogs for a large show for many 
years where from 200 to 300 dogs have been exhibited 
annually, I made it my business in two consecutive years 
to test the truth of the theory about the spots by having 
every dog tnrned on his back before admitting to the bench, 
and although I looked fairly carefully for those eruptions on 
all dogs of different breeds I couldn’t find any, except in 
one instance. I approached the matter with an open mind 
and good éyesight, and a desire to find out the truth, but all 
the evidence was against the pustules. I contend that in 
say 500 show dogs there must have been some in the in- 
cubative stage of the affection, and with the spots, if they 
are diagnostic, but I only found one solitary case cf pustules 
in a foxterrier, and he was plainly recovering from the 
malady. On the other hand I stopped six dogs with catar- 
rhal symptoms and two with skin disease. I didn’t look 
any longer for the spots after the two years, as I got tired of 
trying to see something that wasn’t there, and inclined to 
believe that some men saw stranger things than my philo- 
sophy enabled me to dream about. 

If the disease is a pustular one primarily, or a true septic- 
emia, one would think that some of the clear fiuid taken 
froin a pustule and inoculated into another dog would pro- 
duce distemper; but there 1s no experimental evidence 
that this isso. On the contrary, two d of ‘nasal fluid 
killed a young dog in six or seven days. Filtered nasal and 
pericardial fluid injected into another dog caused fever, 
catarrh, cough, and in eight to ten days a pustulous exan- 
thema. The point here is that the catarrh appeared long 
before the pnstules snd was almost always a constant symp- 
tom in subsequent experiments, whereas the pustules were 
not. The cause of distemper appears to be a filtrable 
virus. When it attacks a dog other bacteria, normally 
present in canines, increase in number, and symptoms of 
catarrh, conjunctivitis, digestive disturbance or nervous 


trouble ensue.—Yours truly, 
G. Maya. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretarie 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. ate v.8., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : F. W. Garnett, m.3.0.v.s.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Hore V.M.8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowharst 
Centrat V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. F. T. G. Hobday, F.8.0.v.s., F.B.8.E. 
165 Church Street, Kensington, W. 
Hon. See: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 
CerentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. See: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Cenrrat V,A. or 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.z.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon. See. Mr. M. J. Cleary, k.0.v.s., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey, u.n.0.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas : Mr. James Robertson, m.3.0.v.s. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Vert. Mep. Assn. or 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, m z.c v.s., Athy 
Gon, Sec: Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, m.n.c.v.s., 
171 Great Britain-street, Dublin 
lon, Treas: Mr, M. F.R.C.V.8 , 

6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
Lanoasoine V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Munro, m.R.0.v.s., Aitrincham 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. =. H. Locke, m.B.c.v.s. 

Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Weetings, Ist Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Deo. 
V.M.S. 
fres. Mr. G. Lockwood, .n.c.v.s., Peterborough 
"Ton. Sec: Treas: Mr. R. F. Bett, m.z.c.v.s., 
Midland Railway, Derby 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
LiverPpoo. University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. B. 
‘street, Manchester 


Hon, Secs: Prof. H. E. Annett. 1 The University. 
Arnold Richardson, 
111 Arundel "Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Pres: Mr. J. Welch, Roland 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Trevor Spencer, a 
Montague House, Kettering 
Hon. Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥.2.0.v.8., 
. Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second luesday. Wednesday, 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and 
Nationa, Vet. Association. 
Pre«- Prof. James Macqueen, F.x.0.v.s. London, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.x.c.v.s, London, 8.W. 
Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.n.0.v.s., Maidenhead 


Nationa, Verermnany Benevotent & 
Derence Soorery. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.8.0.v.8., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.z.0.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.x.0.v.s. 


onTH or Eneianp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H.S. rye 
Eldon. st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. See : Mr. E. R, Gibson, M.B.O.V.8. 

25 Marlborough- -street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


or V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Gregg, ¥F.n.c.v.8., Belfast 

Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.z.c.v.s., Belfast 

Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.n.c.v.s., Lurgan 

Norts or Scottanp V.M.8. 

Pres: Mr. D. Morrison, m.8.c.v.s., New Deer, Aberdeen 

Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.n.0.v.8., 
Alford, Aberdeen 

Maytings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Norra Wares V.M.A. 

Pres: Dr.G. J. Evans, m.8.0.v.s., Bangor 

Aon. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, M.8.0.v.8., 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and Septembe 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province or Quesec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 


Roya, Countres V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. L. Stroud, ¥.n.0.v.s., Spring-st, Paddington, W. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.B.0.v.8., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
ae Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Rovan Scorrisz V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.3.0.v.8., Auchtermuchty. 


Hon. Sec: 

Royan Verermary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m z.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, VY. Pride Jones. 


Scorrish V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. O Charnock Bradley, m.p., D.sc., M.B.C.v.8., 
Dick Vet. College 
Hon Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.n.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


SourHesn Counties V.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Smith, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. See: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.z.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon, Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, M.R.C.v.8., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
Sours Dursam anp Norts Yoresuree V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. A. C. Forbes, m.8.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.8.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deo. 


Transvaat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Potchefstroom 
Hon. Treas : Mr. J. M. Christy, u.n.0.v.8., D.v.8. Krugersdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. J. Chalmers, m.8.0.v.8., G.v.s., Heidelberg 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. W. Bovett, u.z.0.v.s., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, M.R.O.V.8., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.2.0.v.8., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mrs Hugh Begg, m.n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: & [reasr: Jas. Macfarlane, c.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednésday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorusuire Ver. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, ¥.n.c.v.s., 106 Clarendon-rd, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.z.0.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. McCarmick, m.8.0.v.s., 
Kirkstall.road, Leeds 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. T. Parker, 
G. Mayall, A. Wstson. The Medical Officer, Sussex Daily 


Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchest- 


News, The Scotsman, Hull News, 
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